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Annual Tucker Bowl 

Seniors starting the volleyball game in anticipation of the night’s events 
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 The class of 2019 finally swept the Tucker Bowl on Octo-
ber 11th. Dressed in all  lack and bearing the Office themed t-
shirts, the class won many of the traditional events, except 
typically the easiest one for the seniors to earn: tug of war.  
 At the beginning of the night, Mr. Smith announced the 
seniors had won the annual hallway decoration competition, 
which took place the night before on October 10th. Courtney 
Trzcinski took the reins and pulled off a hallway outstanding-
ly representing the famous TV show, The Office. Keeping in 
theme with The Office, the senior hall was adorned with hi-
lariously noted quotes from each character. A coffee machine 
and pretzel table also playing off of some of the most notable 
episodes. Half filled balloons hung from the ceiling from pa-
per thin strings much like in the episode where Dwight and 
Jim failed at decorating for Kelly’s birthday. The hallway was 
entirely thought out and caused everyone that walked by to 
chuckle. 
 At the Tucker Bowl, the senior's rendition of “Scenes 
from an Italian Restaurant” by Billy Joel with iPhone flash-
lights swaying in the half-lit gymnasium was more than heart
-wrenching. Ryan Seifert did an unbelievable job at slamming 
the exercise ball on both the freshman and the juniors easily 
winning the seniors the volleyball event. The seniors also 
earned many points from mission impossible which was a 
close race at times but as they almost finished the sopho-
mores made a mistake and had to start over. This is where 
the seniors stepped it up and pulled out a win for this event.  
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School Store 

 

Come visit Mattituck’s 

all new school store! 

From snacks to binders, 

we’ll be sure to have 

everything you need! 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL NEW! 

School supplies 

Bagels 

Snacks 

Seasonal Items 

And much more! 

 

 

Mon-Fri 

Periods 1-3, 7-9 

In between periods  

Before 1st! 

and after school! Room 118 

 I was given the wonderful opportunity to work this year as 

an Mattitalk editor, and while I have enjoyed writing and organiz-

ing this issue so far, this unfortunately means I also have to write 

something in this box. It’s my corner, if you couldn't tell. So I 

thought for the first edition I would introduce myself  as your new, 

great pathway to expressing opinions and maybe contribute some-

thing meaningful here. Instead, I have nothing. Nothing inspira-

tional, educational, or even somewhat decent.  

 If you think this is going to build up to something extremely 

important, you are oh, so horribly wrong.  I’m just typing to take 

up this one section that I’ve been dreading since September. Don’t 

believe me yet? I mean, I could give you some facts. You, right 

now, are reading this. The number of important ideas I’m supply-

ing you with adds up to be a whopping zero.  If there is anything 

you could take away from this here piece of writing, it’s nothing.  

 And it’s still nothing. Just let your brain think about it for a 

second. Everything I just told you is utterly meaningless. Because 

it was nothing. Okay, I’m going to stop typing. Perhaps the other 

editors will have something more profound to add next time. 

Thank you.      -Jada Marine 
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As a Sophomore at 
Mattituck High School I 
find it particularly inter-
esting what happens once 
our friends walk down the 
stairs into ROTC territory. 
While we head to a nice pe-
riod of lunch with friends 
many Mattituck students 
are preparing themselves 
for a completely different 
part of their day. We have 
all gotten the 8th grade 
PowerPoint presentation 
about BLT and weekly uni-
form days. But I find my-
self wondering, what’s re-
ally happening down 
there? 

I took it upon myself 
to spend a couple of lunch 
periods with the ROTC 
kids themselves. My first 
day, I walked down the 
stairs and past the former 
chorus room and found 
the class sitting eating 
lunch. I sat in the front 

row and was eager for the 
period to begin. Shelves 
filled with trophies lined 
the walls, as did plaques 
and sign up sheets. I could 
tell that Major had a strong 
relationship with the kids, 
as he laughed with them 
and encouraged them to 
score their garbage into 
the garbage can from 
across the room.   

The kids talked about 
ROTC training events over 
the weekend and more 
specifically what types of 
food would be there. In or-
der for them to receive the 
ribbons and medals on 
their uniforms they have to 
accomplish tasks like the 
fitness test and BLT. “You 
do what you can.” says Ma-
jor, “Whatever you can do 
to help out.” He tells me 
how there are  two major 
teams you could join in or-
der to receive more re-

wards: the Academic team 
and the Shooting team. In 
ROTC, they are teaching 
citizenship and to be grate-
ful for where we live. Ma-
jor discussed the meaning 
of liberty and how other 
countries have not reached 
America’s level of freedom. 
We discussed inequalities 
for women in other parts 
of the country and what ex-
actly it is we fight for. 

Learning and laugh-
ing with the ROTC kids was 
a great addition to my day 
and I learned a lot. By the 
end of the second day I 
knew that the next time I 
went down to the base-
ment it wouldn't be for 
writing an article it would 
be for my own enjoyment. 

 

ROTC:  

Beyond the Basement 

 Unfortunately, the juniors beat us at 
slingshot, but the seniors also took away 
more points from Hippity Hop than the 
juniors. A new game was added this year 
called Hungry Hippos where one person 
from each grade lies on a scooter and is 
pushed into a pile of tennis and dodge 
balls where they have to grab as many as 
they can and bring it back. 
 The suspense became unbearable 
during the tug of war between the juniors 
and seniors.  At first, it seemed the seniors 
would easily take the win with people like 
Big Mike and Francesco on their team. 
Surprisingly, at the last second, the jun-
iors       
pulled the rope back over to their side and  
were able to win this event in a final upset. 
 After this shocking result, the seniors believed they had lost the Tucker Bowl 
for the first time since the class of 2015 who had been beaten by their junior class. 
Mr. Smith has warned us against this outcome. Fortunately, the numbers had 
worked in the senior's favor, and the class of 2019 had won kept the streak going. 
The seniors won the Tucker Bowl again. Is it rigged? Is it not? The world may never 
know. 

Annual Tucker Bowl (cont.) 

Seniors: Antonio Marine, Jake Catalano, Charlie Bordsen. 

Photo courtesy to Sam Hildesheim 

Sophia Kalish 

Catherine McGrath 
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Fear of Failure                               

     Inspires Success 
 Have you ever want-
ed to try something, but 
ended up not doing it be-
cause you were afraid of 
failing or looking silly? I 
know I have. Fear is a 
strong emotion. Un-
checked, it can end up 
controlling your life. It can 
stop you from trying out 
for a sport’s team, audi-
tioning for a play, or even 
something as simple as 
raising your hand in class. 

 The truth is that it’s 
easier to give into fear. If 
you don’t try, there’s no 
way you can fail. Not try-
ing means you don’t have 
to put any time or effort 
in, and there’s no chance 
of getting rejected or em-
barrassed. But if you don’t 
try, there’s also no way 
you can succeed. Success 

takes time and effort; if it 
didn’t, success wouldn’t 
feel as great as it does. It’s 
the hard work you put in 
that makes it all worth it. 
Of course, you may be 
fearing that you’ll put the 
work in and still not make 
it. This is a real possibility. 

 There will be times 
when you do fail. It’s inevi-
table. I can already think 
of a few times when I put 
all my effort in and didn’t 
make it. It was a horrible 
feeling. Even though I hat-
ed it, failing is important- 
probably even more im-
portant than success. Fail-
ure teaches you a lot. For 
starters, it teaches you 
persistence. Just because 
you fail once doesn’t mean 
you can’t try again. Actual-
ly, you really should try 

again. Failure also gives 
you experience. It’s some-
thing tough that you have 
to learn to get through. It 
also teaches you what you 
need to improve on in or-
der to succeed. Examine 
your failure, and use it to 
get better. Failure doesn’t 
need to be feared. 

 The key to overcom-
ing the fear of failure is re-
alizing that failing isn’t the 
end of the world. Sure, 
failure may hurt for a little 
while, but it should only 
inspire you to work hard-
er. Don’t let it get you 
down or make you feel like 
you can’t succeed. Learn 
from your mistakes and 
improve. Failure is just a 
small step on your way to 
success. 

Kelsey Bundrick 

What is the name of the Celtic harvest festival that 

many people believe Halloween is based on?  

What popular fall festival activity did the Romans bring 

to Britain when they invaded?  

In what year will the next full moon occur during Hal-

loween?  

What item is banned only during Halloween in  

Hollywood California?  

What is a hallow?  
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 As the new 
school year ap-
proached, each 
and every stu-
dent prepares 
themselves for 
the dreaded late 
night homework 
sessions, test 
prep, college ap-
plication pro-
cess, and after 
school activities.    
 In an effort 
to promote bet-
ter mental and 
physical health, 
the school has 
successfully im-
plemented a new 
fitness center 
equipped with 
gym equipment accessible to all students. Not only will this addition to our school 
help students increase daily physical activity, it will also help to alleviate some of the 
stresses related to everyday schooling.                                                                                                                    
 It is important for us to understand, as individuals going through these crucial 
years in our life, where this stress is originating from and how to provide ourselves 
some relief. In a recent New York Times article titled, Are You Stressed About 
School? By Michael Gonchar, he asks high school students from around the coun-
try several questions: 

  -How often do you feel stressed or insecure in school? How much pres
  sure are you under? What kinds of pressures do you mostly face? 
  — How do you deal with all those pressures? What are the best methods, 
  in your opinion, for dealing with school-related stress? 
  — Does this sentence, “Studies show that while a large percentage of  
  teenagers face high stress on a daily basis, rates of coping skills are  
  weak,” ring true for you and your friends? 
  — What’s your reaction to the study results? Do you think a reading and 
  writing exercise like the one used in the study might be a powerful tool to 
  boost students’ self-confidence? Why? 
 Many students responded in the comment section saying that their stress 
comes from a variety of factors, but that they have also found ways to alleviate that 
stress. For instance, a student named Sam responded by saying, “I have to deal with 
educational expectations from both my teachers as well as my parents…..I also have 
to adhere to social expectations…..” He goes on to explain that, luckily, he has 
learned coping mechanisms. He learned to just not care so much, simply acknowl-
edging that no matter what he’ll probably wake up the next day and be fine. Another 
student name Jillian Perry from Cuyahoga Falls Ohio, claimed, “I am always stress-
ing about time management and keeping my grades up and fitting in and exceeding 
in my extra  curricular activities and still balancing a social life.” She has been able 
to cope with these stresses by, “I think the best way to deal with this stress is by just 
telling yourself you are doing the best you can. As long as you do your best and try 
your hardest you are doing just fine.”  
 What we can learn from both Sam and Jillian is not only how to deal with stress 
but also that many students around the country are all indulged in the same types of 
stress whether it be social expectations, grades, academics, and outside pressures. It 
is important that we as individuals find our own ways to reduce the stress in our 
lives because in the end most of the things we are stressed over now may have little 
importance in the future thus, we should find stress relieving outlets. 

How to Deal With 

School Related Stress  
Mia Slovak 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/michael-gonchar
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 “Grades don't measure 
anything other than your 
relevant obedience to a 
manager.” -John Taylor 
Gatto. Schools were never 
intended to promote crea-
tivity. What many people 
are not aware of  is the fact 
that most American school 
systems, and those in other 
countries, are based off of 
the 18th century Prussian 
model. The Prussian educa-
tion system was established 
during the times of the Na-
poleonic Wars, and was 
used as a method to insinu-
ate absolute obedience in 
soldiers. Children around 
the world are being taught 
to obey, not to think. John 
Taylor Gatto, an American 
author and former school 
teacher, makes his opinion 
clear when he accepted 
Teacher of the Year award 
in New York City in 1990: 

“I’ve noticed a fasci-
nating phenomenon in my 
25 years of teaching — that 
schools and schooling are 
increasingly irrelevant to 
the great enterprises of the 
planet. No one believes any-
more that scientists are 
trained in science classes or 
politicians in civics classes 
or poets in English classes. 
The truth is that schools 
don’t really teach anything 
except how to obey orders. 
This is a great mystery to 
me because thousands of 
humane, caring people 
work in schools as teachers 
and aids and administra-
tors but the abstract logic of 
the institution overwhelms 
their individual contribu-
tions. Although teachers do 
care and do work very hard 
the institution is psycho-
pathic, it has no conscience. 
It rings a bell and the young 
man in the middle of writ-
ing a poem must close his 
notebook and move to dif-
ferent cell where he must 
memorize that man and 
monkeys derive from a 

common an-
cestor.” 
 The edu-
cation system 
is clearly 
flawed, so 
why are stu-
dents beating 
themselves 
up over the 
government’s 
mistake? Stu-
dents every-
where judge themselves 
over a number on their re-
port card. Parents punish 
their children for failing to 
qualify for the honor roll. 
Students even put down 
other students, or over-
glorify themselves because 
they may have achieved a 
higher grade on something 
as irrelevant as a quiz on 
the U.S. state capitals. The 
truth is, yes. Grades matter. 
But not as much as you 
think they do. Grades simp-
ly measure your ability to 
memorize and follow direc-
tions; they don’t define 
your intelligence or your 
character. 
 In an interview, Karen 
Arnold, a researcher at 
Boston College, said, 
“Essentially, we are re-
warding conformity and the 
willingness to go along with 
the system.” When asked, 
many class valedictorians 
admit to not being the most 
intelligent- just the hardest 
worker. Others also said it 
was a matter of satisfying 
their teacher’s expecta-
tions, not knowing the actu-
al material. Have you ever 
received a low grade be-
cause you didn’t show your 
work, or used a different 
method to solve the equa-
tion? This is a common ex-
ample of this particular is-
sue. The curriculum could-
n’t care less if you know 
how to solve for x; it is 
simply testing your ability 
to carry out an order.  
 Most subjects in Ar-

nold’s study were classified 
as “careerists,” their goal is 
to achieve good grades, not 
to learn. There is little 
recognition of student’s in-
terest and passions; stu-
dents are encouraged to fo-
cus on each class equally in-
stead of learning more 
about a topic they love. 
While it may seem logical 
for students to take the gen-
eralist approach, the real 
world rewards the exact op-
posite. If you strive to per-
form well in school, but 
you’re also passionate 
about biology, you would 
need to stop studying biolo-
gy to receive a decent grade 
in history class as well. The 
generalist approach isn’t 
the pathway to expertise, 
yet a majority of us end up 
with careers that cherish a 
certain skill and largely dis-
regard the rest. Receiving 
an “A” on a test means ab-
solutely nothing if you can-
not apply it in real world. 
situations.  Ironically, 
students who enjoy learn-
ing and have a clear goal of-
ten struggle in school. Time 
taken away from their pas-
sions to go towards home-
work for another class is 
aggravating and the school 
structure is oppressive. 
Comparatively, careerists 
are extremely pragmatic. 
Cherishing high grades and 
approval from authority, 
academic high achievers 
break down without rules 
to follow. 

Grades Do Not Define 

Intelligence 
Jada Marine 

Cont. pg 7 
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Daniel Rosato 

Aside from passion, 
there are other reasons 
why you shouldn’t let a 
grade bring you down. Da-
vid Thomas, a principal 
lecturer at Arizona State 
University, says there are 
varying theories pertain-
ing to intelligence. The En-
tity Theory of Intelligence 
describes intelligence as 
being stable throughout 
one’s life. However, the In-
cremental Theory of Intel-
ligence states the exact op-
posite: one’s intelligence 
can grow throughout their 

lifetime. Regardless of the-
ories, one gains intelli-
gence through experience 
and life. This fundamental-
ity should be the center of 
a student’s education, not 
grades. Transcripts repre-
sent students from a logis-
tical standpoint- they do 
not show our personality, 
humor, struggles and life 
experiences. While grades 
do matter and students 
should strive for a satisfac-
tory grade, we have to stop 
weighing our intelligence 
on a flat quantic scale, as 

we are people, not statis-
tics. 

Obedience doesn’t 
create the pathway to suc-
cess, only eliminates ex-
tremes (good and bad). 
While this can be benefi-
cial as it extinguishes a 
downside risk, it also ex-
tinguishes any chance of 
an outstanding accom-
plishment. It’s like going 
the speed limit in a race. 
Will you crash? Probably 
not. Will you win? Again, 
probably not. 

Election Time for 

the North Fork 

Grades Do Not Define Intelligence- (cont.) 

 Can you believe it? It’s that time of 
year again, when campaign logos are 
placed on front lawns everywhere, and 
every other TV commercial is a proud ad 
promoting a candidate´s bright vision for 
the future or a brutal attack sinking the 
dreams of the opposing campaign. With 
only weeks until voters head to the polls 
once again, significant races in our area 
and throughout the country are heating 
up. 

Many posts within the state and fed-
eral government are at stake, They ulti-
mately could alter the aspects of everyday 
life for many on the North Fork. For many 
students, Election Day is a day off, but it is 
much more than that. It is a day when the 
public chooses its leaders. 

NY Governor Andrew Cuomo (D) is 
being challenged by Dutchess County Ex-
ecutive Marc Molinaro. As he seeks a third 
term, Cuomo, 60, was elected New York 
Governor in 2010, and since has fought for 
small business tax cuts, pay equality, get-
ting tougher on crime, women’s right to 
choose, and much more. Molinaro, 43, has 
addressed deep concerns about mental 
health and the opioid epidemic. Molinaro 
also has supported legislation in the past 
to increase regulations for certain schools. 

Congressman Lee Zeldin (R-Shirley), 
an Army veteran, is seeking a third term to 
represent NY’s 1st Congressional District 
in Washington D.C. Zeldin, 38, was elected 
to represent our district in Congress in 

2014. Since elected, Zeldin has fought hard 
for tougher restrictions on border securi-
ty, worked hard to liquefy MS-13, backed 
legislation to advance STEM programs 
within schools, and more. He is being 
challenged by Perry Gershon (D). Gershon 
is in favor of reforms such as universal 
healthcare, full funding of public schools, 
develop-
ing better 
infra-
structure, 
and more. 
 A 
New York 
Times/ Si-
ena Col-
lege poll 
taken be-
tween Oc-
tober 4th 
and 8th, 
2018 plac-
es Zeldin 
at 49% 
and Gershon at 41%. 

Also on this year’s ballot you will see 
the candidates for State Assembly. Incum-
bent Anthony Palumbo (R) is opposed by 
Democrat Rona Smith. 

Be sure to see the results Tuesday, 
Nov. 6th. These elections are crucial to the 
future of not only the North Fork but New 
York state and the country. 
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Micky Kalich 

The Horton Point lighthouse is part of the Southold Historical Society. It is located 
on the bluffs, overlooking the Long Island Sound in Southold. Starting in 1857 it has 
guided boats into the Long Island Sound. The lighthouse is perched above a cove given 
the name “Dead Man’s Cove”. It was given that name for the 17 shipwrecks recorded in 
the cove. Some of the dangers in the cove are rocks and a sandbar that stretches across 
the cove. 

When George Washington became the President of the United States, he saw light-
houses and beacons as a priority for the eastern coast of the United States. The Horton 
Point Lighthouse was commissioned 
to be built in 1789, but the construc-
tion of the lighthouse did not start un-
til 57 years later. It only took 1 year to 
build, which was impressively fast for 
the time period. The lighthouse was 
completed and opened in 1857. It still 
functions today as a lighthouse. 

A lighthouse keeper was hired to 
take care of each lighthouse. The 
lighthouse keeper would usually live 
with his or her family in the light-
house. In the Horton Point Light-
house, the living quarters were a 2 
story building attached to a tower. 
The tower is where the light that 
warns boats is contained. The light-
house keeper had a very important 
job. He had to keep the light in the tower lit at all times from dusk until dawn. In the 19th 
century, he was required to put fuel on the lit flame to keep it burning all night. He 
cleaned the smoke and exhaust from the light and turned the light every 4 hours to keep 
the light spinning. The spinning of the light enabled boaters to recognize it as a light-
house. 

All lighthouses have their own unique color and light flashing pattern that uniquely 
identifies it. The Horton Point Light’s color is green and the light flashes every 10 sec-
onds. It is green because using the “red right returning” maritime rule, as boats enter 
the Long Island Sound they must keep all red buoys and lighthouses on their right and 
all green buoys and lighthouses on their left. Since the Horton Point Lighthouse is locat-
ed on the Northern shore of Long Island, boats returning to the New York Harbor via the 
Long Island Sound keep the green Horton Point Lighthouse on their left. 

The Horton Point Lighthouse was a functional lighthouse from 1857-1933. In 1933 
the U.S. government decided to decommission the lighthouse for a simpler tower. This 
tower would be much cheaper because it ran on electricity and was completely automat-
ic. The new light would be placed in front of the old building and would not require a 
lighthouse keeper. This new light was much more effective, however, it left a rotting 
building behind it along with a jobless lighthouse keeper. The last lighthouse keeper 
lived on at the lighthouse until 1938, when a hurricane blew the roof off his home. For 
the next few decades, the lighthouse became a barren building. It was subject to vandal-
ism throughout the decades. The Town of Southold even considered raising the building 
in the 1970s. Luckily the Southold Historical Society stepped up and offered to take own-
ership of the building. After a successful fundraising campaign, the lighthouse was reno-
vated to be used a museum. The Southold Historical Society also worked with the United 
States Coast Guard to get the light moved back into the lighthouse. After the United 
States, Coast Guard checked the building they found it suitable to put the light back into 
its original tower spot. Finally, in 1990, the light shone from the original tower for the 
first time in sixty-seven years. 

Today the lighthouse is a nautical museum, run by the Southold Historical Society. 
The lighthouse is staffed by a dedicated support of volunteers. There is a permanent dis-
play of tons of artifacts from the 1800s and early 1900s. The museum has exhibits on 
many maritime topics from submarines to whale oilers. Visitors can go up into the tower 
and see the light, and enjoy the amazing view from the tower. 

 

Horton’s Point  

       Lighthouse 


